
REPORT OF Head of Paid Service
To: Full Council
Subject: Community Governance Review 
Date: 29 October 2018 Reference:

PURPOSE OF REPORT:    

1. To update Councillors on the outcome of the final Community Governance Review 
consultation; 

2. To agree changes to the boundaries of Parishes as set out in this report

1. INTRODUCTION

The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 gave the legal 
responsibility to review parish and community governance arrangements to principal 
authorities.  Carrying out a Community Governance Review will provide the opportunity to 
consider whether changes should be made to parish arrangements.  It is intended that any 
changes to parish arrangements will take effect at the May 2019 local elections.

This Council agreed to undertake a Community Governance Review at the December 2017 
meeting of Full Council. 

2. REPORT

The initial consultation exercise provided detailed information to stakeholders on how the 
Review process works, what it intends to achieve, and how submissions could be made to 
the Council. 

At the Full Council meeting held on the 27 March 2018 members agreed the second round 
of consultation.

As part of the second consultation the Council received a request from the majority of 
residents in the Annery Kiln area of Weare Giffard for them to be moved from the Monkleigh 
Parish to the Weare Giffard Parish.  This suggestion was supported by the Councillor Task & 
Finish Group.

During this Review there has been a few suggestions regarding the Bulkworthy Parish as 
they haven’t had a Parish Meeting for a number of years.  The suggestions included:

 Combining with Abbots Bickington although supported this suggestion wouldn’t be 
big enough to form a Parish Council in its own right.  

 A further suggestion was that Bulkworthy be combined with Buckland Brewer and 
this was supported by Buckland Brewer Parish Council but following the consultation 
with the residents of Bulkworthy there was opposition to this.   

 A further suggestion has been received that Bulkworthy restart their Parish Meeting 
as they had a few years ago and following a recent open meeting held by 
Bulkworthy on Thursday 11 October the majority of those present supported this 
option..  This suggestion was supported by the Ward Member, Councillor Hicks.



It is therefore recommended s that there is no change to the parish arrangements at 
Bulkworthy and that they restart their Parish Meeting.

No. Suggested change Existing parishes 
directly affected

Task & Finish Group 
conclusion 

1. Amend Abbotsham/Northam 
boundary so that all residents 
of Kenwith Castle Gardens 
are in the Abbotsham Parish

Northam
Abbotsham

Agreed as clearer and more 
convenient for voters

2. Littleham & Landcross Parish 
to include part of Bideford 
South (following River Yeo to 
A386, up Coach Drive to 
Jennetts Reservoir)

Littleham & Landcross
Bideford South

Agreed as area identifies 
more closely with Littleham & 
Landcross 

3. Amend Monkleigh and 
Weare Giffard Boundary so 
that all Annery Kiln are in the 
Weare Giffard parish.

Monkleigh & Weare 
Giffard

Agreed as clearer and more 
convenient for voters

Illustrative plans of the above suggested changes are attached at Appendix 1
 

3. IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications

A Community Governance Review must be conducted in accordance with provisions of the 
Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, and other relevant statutory 
provisions.

The Review has had regard to the “Guidance on Community Governance Reviews” issued 
by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government and the LGBCE. 

Financial Implications

There will be financial implications associated with the amendment of council tax and similar 
records to the affected Parishes following the Community Governance Review. 

Human Resources Implications

None

Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications

n/a

Equality/Diversity

After consideration, no equality issues were identified 

Risk Management



There are no significant risks identified in relation to this proposal

Compliance with Policies and Strategies

n/a

Ward Member and Lead Member Views

Cllrs Cottle-Hunkin, Davis, Simmons, Hicks and Watson (the Cllr Working Group) agree with 
the recommendation as set out in this report. 

4. CONCLUSIONS

Members are invited to consider the final suggested changes to parish boundaries.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

That the following changes to parish boundaries be agreed:

 Amend Abbotsham/Northam boundary so that all residents of Kenwith Castle Gardens 
are in the Abbotsham Parish

 Littleham & Landcross Parish to include part of Bideford South (following River Yeo to 
A386, up Coach Drive to Jennetts Reservoir)

 Amend Monkleigh and Weare Giffard Boundary so that all of Annery Kiln is in the Weare 
Giffard parish.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Consultations: Officers Consulted:
Head of Paid Service
Strategic Manager (Resources)
Monitoring Officer

Contact Officer: Jon Walter


